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Dear Secretary, 

 

PREAMBLE 

Since childhood I have been caring for animals, from feeding stray dogs and cats to house sitting for 

pet owners. In those earlier years access to information was not very prevalent and I often spent my 

pocket money on magazines about dogs wanting to learn more. I have carried that affinity for 

animals throughout my life: While I was a student at the University of the Witwatersrand 

completing my Masters and Doctoral degrees in Molecular and Cell Biology, I had been a volunteer 

on the Dog Walking Program at the Sandton SPCA for over 4 years. During that time, my tight 

budget somehow made room to buy Beenos and other dog treats. My weekends were filled with joy 

being there for the dogs, walking them, playing with them, brushing them, providing some data 

processing support, or even repairing fences of the exercise pens in the walking yard. Since those 

days, through the COVID-19 pandemic, through ups and downs, I have been employed in 

healthcare and finally occupied a residence where I could cohabit with a pet – and then I have 

adopted one! Now I find myself in a position where I can provide my professional skills to support 

the SPCA and the animals it rescues and caters to. All things considered, I want to join the SPCA 

committee as a member to make a difference for the better. I am convinced that my skills and 

passion will add tremendous value and will support the sustainable continuity of the SPCA. 

 

  

CAREER AND SKILLS 

During my academic studies I have developed prolific experience with handling and analysing data 

across multiple disciplines, from HIV treatment to genetic sequences of various organisms entailing 

very large datasets. After my education, I was quickly employed as a Data Scientist in healthcare by 

Right to Care (an NGO) and within 8 months promoted to Senior Data Scientist – suffice to say that 

my work ethic hasn’t gone unnoticed. My skills and capabilities involved management of datasets 

followed by deep-dive analysis to improve patient outcomes, program performance, project 

management, lead generation, client satisfaction,  reporting to funders, monitoring and evaluation, 

and optimal budget allocation. The transition from biological data to healthcare and program 

management data speaks to my ability to resolve problems that are very diverse in nature. 

 

 

PROSPECTIVE DEPLOYMENT AT THE SANDTON SPCA 

I would be honoured and delighted to provide my aptitude to enhance strategies up-taken by the 

SPCA in a data driven manner. These can include implementation of digitised client relationship 

management to improve relations with donors and coordinated fund raising events with ease. Such 

systems would be designed to be sustainably maintained in the future. In addition, impact analyses 

can be conducted to identify the events that generate most funds in the shortest time. 

 

Aside from fund raising, other applications of data science can be useful to the SPCA, for example, 

plans can be formulated, in a data driven manner, for strategic rotation of pets to kernels that may 

give them an additional chance to be adopted when they have been overlooked for too long. Or 

anticipate pets that will be overlooked and identify strategies to improve their adoption outcomes.  

 

Yours sincerely, 

Silviu Tomescu 

 

 


